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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The 23d anniversary of this important Society was 
held on the llth of May, in the chapel, Great Queen 
Street, which was filled to overflowing long before 
the commencement of the services. The New-York 
Observer contains the following abstract of the Annu- 
al Report :— 


On a retrospect of the past twelve months, the 
Directors see abundant cause for thankiulness to 
the Great Author of all success, for the continued 
marks of bis favor towards the Society. Fiom 
the several stations, with very few exceptions, the 
imelligence has been of a cheering and encoura 
ging cvaracter. At home, notwihstanding the 

ressure of the tmues, the income has sustained 

Ma comparatively sinall reduction. The spirit 
of Missio zeal, both at home and abroad, ts 
evidently on the increase; aud although, in each 
of these spheres of activity, some circumstances 
have transpired to give exercise to our faith, no- 
thing has transpired, either to shake our confideuce 
iw the stability of the Society, or to diminish our 
hopes as to its progressive efficiency and success. 





SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


The Anniversary Meetings of the Tahitian 
Auxiliary Societies were beld, as usual, in Mav 
last. Atthat held in Tahiti, about 6000 natives 
attended, of whom upwards of 1100 were mem- 
bers of churches. The amonat of contributions 
for the preceding year, in cocoa-nut oil, was 5050 
gailoas. The oil contributed by the Auxiliary 
Society in Roistea, daring the same period, was 
seid for S001. sterling, of which 301. was contribu- 
ted by the childien in the schvols. Generally 
speaking, civilization is advancing at ali the sta- 
tous, and ai some of them, new chapels and miss- 
ion houses have been bailt. 

The catalogue of recent deaths in Tahiti, in- 
cludes two watives, who, under the ancient sysiem, 
were distinguished warriors, and delighted in wa: 
and bloodshed. One of them had heen baptized, 
and the other admitted a member of one of th: 
Tahitian churches. Each of them died confess 
ing bis sins, and trusting in Je-us Christ alone 
for salvation ; only one of the warrior band re- 
mains. He has been lately baptized, and appears 
desirous of living according to Christian obliga- 
hons. 

The Gospel by Mark is in course of printing by 
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to the Hebrews, to the Book of Revelation inclue 
sive, together with the Book of Judges, and the 
two Books of Samuel, have been revised for the 
press; Isaiah, and the Book of Psalms, are undec 
revision. 

[un the South Sea Academy, instituted for the 
instraction of the children of the Missionaries, the 
number of pupils istwenty-seven. Their progress 
in the several branches of learning to which their 
ittention has been directed, is satisfactory. 

The cotton-factory, under the direction of Mr, 
Arentage, has met with many difficulties, arising 
from local circumstances, but, under more favora- 
ble auspices, no doubt of its success is entertain- 
ed. A quantity of strong calico, which the na- 
tives prefer to that bronght by vessels which touch 
at the islands, has been manufactured. 

It was natural to expect, that in so general a re- 
ception of Christianity, as had takeo place in the 
Tahitian Islands, vot a few would be found who 
had embraced it without any spiritual change of 
character, and that such would be liable in ume 
of temptation to fall away. We deeply regret to 
state that, during the past year, amongst this 
class, including soins of whom better thiags might 
have been expected, a deterioration in conduct 
has taken place; whilst among many young peo- 
ple there exists a lamentable disregard of moral 
resiraints, The Missionaries, however, trust, in 
reference to the former, that as the sincere Chris- 
tian is now more clearly distinguished fiom the 
nominal professor, the state of things, however in 
itself to be deplored, will eventually be overruled 
for good. 

Av endemic has visited the islands, and caused 
a great mortality among the natives of different 
ages. Such was the extensive prevalence of the 
disease, that a public fast was appointed, and 
prayers generally offered for the removal of the 
afflictive dispensation : but it is with deep concern 
we add, that this awful visitation of Divine Prov- 
ience appears not to have been attended with 
salutary effects, in the reformation of any among 
that portion of the people who have of late man- 
ifested ao indifference to the obligations of reli- 
gion, 

In Tahiti, two visionaries have risen up, and 
drawn some of the people into error. These in- 
fatuated men, who are both of them natives, ven- 
tured to affirm, that a millennium of their own 
fancy had arrived, that evil no longer existed, and 
that every person was at liberty to live as he pleas 
ed. ‘This attempt to delude the multitude, and to 
disturb the peace of the Churches, though atrend- 


Mr. Darling. and the Epistles to the Gulatians,; ed for a time with injury wa few, has, we are 


Rnd to Philemon, by Mr, Bourne. The Epistte| happy to say, been frustrated. 
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Islands of Ratvavai.—Mr. Bourne visited two 
of these islands, viz. Ruruta and Rimataia, in 
October 1825; and Mr. Davies, in the early part 
Qt last year, visited ‘Tupnai and Raivavai. Ar 
Ruta, the whole population, consisting of about 
200 persons, have been baptized. The church 
consists of 30 members; the people are diligent 
m learning. At Runatara the work continues to 
prosper 

Harvey Islands. — Mr. Bourne visited this 
groupe im 1825: At Manoia about 120 had em 
braced Christianity, observed family and private 
prayer, and were diligent in learsing to read. 
This island contains from 1,000 to 1,500 intabirt 
ants. At Rarotonga, the population of which i. 
upwards of 6,000, all the people have embraced 
Christianity. Cannihalisin and infanticide, which 
formerly prevailed there, have ceased. Family 
aod private prayer are observed. Things, gener- 
ally, wear a very encouraging aspect. It is proba 
ble Rarotonga will become an important Mission 
ary station.—Aitutaki: All the’ inhabitants of this 
island have embraced Christianity. Toe numb: 
baptized, including children, is 615. Family and 
private prayer are geveral.—Mauui: The people 
here have universally embraced the Gospel, and 
Observe family and private prayer. The Mission 
ary settlement in this island was, in 1825, visited 
by Captain Lord Byron, of H. M. ship Blonde 
and his suite, and afforded them wuch satisfaction. 
—Atui: OF the whole groupe this island has made 
the last progress; the king, and a few compartive- 
ly of the iuhabitants, attend to instruction. 


CHINA, 


Dr. and Mrs. Morsison and family arrived safe 
at Macao, on the 19:h of September, all in toler- 
able heath. On the following Sabbath, he resu 
ined the service which he had beea formerly ac 
customed to perform. The native assistant, Le- 
angafa, he found firm in his profession of Ciris- 
tianity. During Dr. M’s absence, Leangafa had 
composed Notes on the Epistie to the HL brews, 
an Essay on the True Privciples of the World’s 
Salvatioa, and an Account of Interesting Con- 
versations with his Countrymen. Dr. Morrison 
intimates his intention, (to use his own language.) 
| Aart the remnant of his days in composing 

rplanatory .Voles on the Chinese Bible. 


INDIA. 


Malacca.—The native Schools here are seven, 
containing from 240 to 250 boys, who make good 
progress. The number of students in the Anglo 
Chinese College, in Jane, 1826, was nearly 30, 
and they were, in general, making very good pro- 
gréss, During the past year, the missionartes 
have prepared many usetul works, in Chinese, for 
their use. ; 

Java:—There are here three Chinese schools, 
and the scholars improve in Christian know! 
edge. 
Calcutta. —One of the idols most generalls 
Worshipped by the Hindoos, and of which the 
worship is most demoralizing, has been cast ov! 
of its temple, in a village called Ram-mal-choke. 
with contempt. The consternation and alarm of 


the villagers on the occasion is compared to the 
effect produced by the shock of an earthquake. 
The tewple itself was subsequently demolished, 





and the materials have been used in the erection 









[ Jury, 


of a chapel, for which purpose a native Christian 
in the village has given a piece of ground 

There are at Benares, four native schools con- 
taining 216 boys; at Surat, 6 schools, ard 350 
boys; at Madras, 13 schools, and about 600 boys ; 
at Vizagapatain, 8 schools, and 300 scholars ; at 
Cuddapah, 6 schools, and 200 scholars; at Belga- 
um, 6 schools; at Bellary, 20 schools, and 864 
scholars; at Combooconum, several schools, in 
which are between 300 and 400 scholars ; and at 
Nagercoil, 48 schools, and 1,315 scholars. These 
schools, alinost without exception, are in a flour- 
ishing state. At Bangalore, the number of the 
students in ihe Seminary is about 20, and all of 
them aflord pleasing evidence of piety. 


RUSSIA. 


St. Petersburg.---Mr. Knill continues to prose- 
cute his useful labors here, with instances, from 
tine to time, of success, which gladden his heart, 
mod animate him in his work. 

Siberia.---The missionaries at Selenginsk are 
husily engaged in the work of the mission. The 
Moazolian translation of the New Testament is 
fisted, and that of the Oid Testament is in 
progress. 


MEDITERRANEAN, 


Corfu.---Mr. Lowndes continues his English 
services as usual. During the past year, he has 
performed missionary tours in Cephalonia and 
Zante, in which islands he has made arrange- 
ments for promoting the extensive circulation of 
Tracts, and other aseful publications. 

Malta---Me. Wilson continues his English 
preaching with success, The Sabbath School is 
i} @& prosperous state. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Rev. Dr. Philip still remains in England. In 
consequence of important representations made by 
him, affecting the condition of the Aborigines, 
the Directors have deemed it their duty to pre- 
sent a memorial on the subject to his Majesty's 
Government. No answer to this memorial has 
heen, as yet received. 

Paarl.-- The congregation here continues to in- 
crease. The number in communion is twenty 
seven, all of whom adoro their Christian profess- 
ion. 

Bethelsdorp.---The week-day school, in which 
are 165 boys, generally speaking, making rapid 
progress, is now under the care of Mr, Cornelius 
Vanderkemp, (eldest son of the late Dr. Vander- 
kemp.) The amount of subscriptions contributed 
to the Auxiliary Society, for the year ending May 
1826, was 250 Rix dollars. 

Theopolis.---The congregation here continues 
good, and the attention of the people pleasing. 
Some appear seriously impressed with the truth, 
The school is in a prosperous state. The amount 
of contributions to the Auxiliary Society, for the 
first year, which ended about May, 1826, was 374 
Rix dollars, or about 20 pounds sterling. It 
would be improper to pass by this contribution, 
without observing that it is from a single congre- 
gation of Hottentots, 

Caffraria.---The success which has attended 
missionary labors in some parts of this country, 
is highly encouraging. Ten Caffres have been 
received into church fellowship, and more than 
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double the number stand as candidates for bap 
tism, at one station. 
Steinkopf—The catechist continues to pursue 
his labors here with encouraging success. Many 
of the Namaquas, from time to time, receive the 
Gospel, and it has latterly effected a pleasing ret- 
ormation in some formerly turbulent characters. 


MAURITIUS: 

Mr. Le Brun continues bis labors at Port Lou- 
is, chiefly among the colored people, of which nu- 
merous class his church is composed. ‘The total 
number of slaves instructed at different places, 
under the wing of the mission, is about 330. 


MADAGASCAR. 

. The number of native schools is 23, containing 
2,051 boys, of whom, on am average, aout 1,700 
are in regular attendance. The schools are scat- 
tered over the country within a cireuit of thity 
miles around the capital. ‘The progress made by 
the children, generally speaking, in the knowledge 
of the Christian religion, is teuly gratifying. A 
Society in aid of the schools, denowinated the 
66 Madagascar School Society,” has been estab- 
lished at Tananarivou, in connection with which 
is a repository of such articles as are requisite in 
carrying forward the schools, for supplies of 
which the missionaries Jook to the friends of miss 
ions in England. 

The Madegasse translation of the New Testa 
ment is finished, and that of the Old Testamem 
in progress. ‘The former is under revision for the 
press. 

His Majesty, Radama, continues to take a live- 
ly interest in the mission, ‘Tie rapidly advancing 
importance of this station has induced the Direct 
ors, during the past year, to accept the offer of the 
Rev. J.J. Freeman, late minister of the Gospel 
at Kidderminster, on the principle of limited ser- 
vice, to unite his efforts with those of the mission 
aries at T'anavarivou, for the dissemination of the 
Gospel in Madagascar. 

Two of the Madagascar vouths still remain io 


England, who are improving in the knowledge of 


wseful arts. 
WEST INDIES. 

Georgetown in Demerara.---The Directors, in 
consequence of receiving more favorable accounts 
of the success attending the labors of Mr. Davies, 
have rescinded their re-olution for the abandoi- 
ment of this station. The average attendance at 
the chapel is about four hundred negroes; the 
number in church fellowship, abont 130. In the 
Sabbath School are 300 adults and 100 children. 

New Amsterdam in Berbice.---The chapel at 
this station continues to be, on the whole, well 
attended, and occasionally is crowded. The num 
ber of adults baptized during 1826, was 41, of the 
sincerity of whose religious profession Mr. Wray 
entertains no doubt. Some of the negrves have 
commenced prayer-meetings in their own houses, 


FUNDS. 


The Ordinary Income of the Society, for the 
year ending the 31st of March, is 33.8871. 5s. 3d. 
The amount of disbursements for the same peri- 
od, (including the sum of 3,465). 2s. Id. for ac- 
ceptances for the service of that year,) is 45,9571. 
9s. I1d., exceeding that of the ordinary micome, by 
10,0701. 3s. 10d. 

The suus received during the same period, for 
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special objects, wot applicable to the general pur- 
poses of the Socicty, amount to 1,4431, 15s. 3d. 

That the reduction in the amount of the ordi- 
vary contributions for the past year, when compar- 
ed with the amount of those for the year preceding 
has not been greater, the Duectors consider as a 
just cause for thankfulness and congratulation ; 
for akhough the late violent and unprecedented 
shock in the commercial world took place in the 
course of 1825—6, its effects on the conmmunity 
at large have been most extensively felt since that 
period, 

The most important consideration however, in 
reference to the funds of the Society, relate to the 
great increase in its expenditure, The increase 
for the year ending Sist March, 1826, compared 
with that of the preceding year, was 5,128/, 15s. 
3d. ; the increase of the expenditure for the past 
year, compared with that of 1825—6, is 50971. 4s. 
3d., making a total increase in the Society’s ex- 
penditure on the past two years, of no less a sum 
than 10,2251. 10s. 6d. 

Numerous powerful incitements to increased 
exertion and hberatity might be adduced, (say the 
Directors) but we regard the great motive furnisi- 
ed by the transcendent nature of the object itself, 
combined with the explicit announcement of the 
will of the Most High, by the Son of God himself, 
as casting all others comparatively into the shade. 
Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every ercalure. Whilst therefore it is our daily 
prayer that the kingdom of God may speedily 
come, and that his willmay be done on earth as it 
is done in heaven ; whilst, to use the words of the 
prophet, we give him vo rest until his righteous- 
ness shall go forth as brightness, and his salvation 
as a lamp that burveth, even till he make Jernsa- 
lem a praise in the earth, let our efforts, our zeal, 
and our liberality, bear some consistent proportion 
to the beneficent tenor of our prayers, and the sub- 
lime object of our hopes. 





ABSTRACTS OF INTELLIGENCE, 


From English Publications, taken with some omis- 


sions, from the Watchman. 


The Baptist Irish Society.—i is believed that 
this Society has accomplished more, by its Jtiner- 
ant Readers of the Irish Scriptures, to break the 
euchantment of Popery, and to diffuse pure evan- 
gelical light amongst the people of Ireland, than 
any other means which have been used for their 
inoral benefit. By letters to the Society fiom the 
Readers and Preachers, it appears that generous 
subscriptions are making in Ireland for its object. 
The Schools are weil auended, and the Society is 
gaining in popularity, A leterof March 7, 1826, 
says, thatthe Reformation [i.e. from Popery to 
enlightened Protestanzism] is extending through 
all parts of Ireland. Que priest and sevem lay 
Catholics read their recantation publicly, Lord’s- 
Day, Feb. 18. Thousands, the writer believed, 
would follow their example. The Protestants are 
rising in their strength. Many have left the Ro- 
man Catholics, who have not read their recanta- 
10n in public. In several parts of the country, 
gentlemen have formed societies for the purpose of 
supporting an increased number of Seripture 
Readers. They are believed to be “ the most use- 








ful men in the kingdom.” The Jabours of Mr. 
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William Moore, the long-tried and faithful agent 
of the Society, are greatly successful. The most 
respectable families teceive him into their houses, 
where tie reads and exponnds Scripture, and where 
the poor in the vicinity are invited, and attend. 
In the Schools, Bibles are given as the highest re 
wards to the best scholars. Evening Schools are 
established for Adults, in which many have been 
taught toread, 


London Wesleyan Missionary Society.—In 1826 
their receipts amounied to $201,590 25 cents. 
The number of Misionaries sent out in the year, 
including females, was 48; the places to which 
they were designated were —Stochholin, Charen- 
ton, West Africa, South Africa, Malta, Negapa 
tam, Ceylon, West Indies, and Cunada. 29 wen: 
to the West Indies. The members of the Societs 
at Mission Stations were—in France, 135; Gib- 
raltar, 80 ; Gambin; 253; Sierra Leone, 91; South 
Africa, 292; Malta, 38; Madras, 164; Negapat 
am, 34; Ceylon, 439; New South Wales, 122; 
Van Dieman’s Land, 38; West Indies, 27,158; 
British America, 4536 ; making a total of 33.152 
The Missionaries employed by the Society wee 
182. In Ireland, 22; Sweden, 1; Fiance, 6; 
Gibraltar, 2; West Africa,4; South Afvica, 11; 
Mediterranean, 3; South India, 6; Cevlon, 21; 
Austalasia, 9; Polynesia, 2; West lidies, 50; 
British America, 45. | 


In the South of India, most remarkable effects 
have followed the labours of the Missionaries of 
the Church Missionary Society. Several thousand 
Hindoos have ope nly renounce! idolatry at one of 
the stations, The work commenced in 1823, at 
and vesr Palamcottah, in the District of Tinne 
velly, where the Rev. C. Rhenius, and the Rev. 
Bernhard Schmid have laboured several years. 
The means used were the instructions of native 
converts, of Missionaries, and of young men ina 
course of tuition. In May 1825, ihe villages in 
which congregations were collected were 35... In 
$ months from the time that seven pious young 
me-a were sent out toteach the people the word of 
God accompanicd with others as auxiliaries from 
the Seminary, these villages had increased to 90; 
and in September, 1826, they amounted to 125 
In these, more than a thousand families are under 
Christian instruction. The Missionaries observe. 
that it is not pretended that all these are the sub- 
jects of sanctifying grace; but ef many of them 
there is reasonto hope well, The relics of idola- 
try are burnt, a stone idol is cast out of their tem- 
oft, and the building prepared to be a place of 
Christian, worship. 

The City of Eoadin has 400 places of worship ; 
200 for Episcopalians, 66 for Independents, 36 for 
Wesleyan Methodists, 32 for Baptists, 30 for Cal 
vinistio Methodists, 16 for Presbyterians, (Scotch 
and Unitaiian,) 14 for Roman Catholics, 6 for 

nakers: ‘The last census makes the number of 
inhabitants 1, 274,800 souls. It is calculated that 
not more than 300,000 attend any place of worship, 
leaving 974,800, who neglect public worship alto- 

ether. To increase this criminal contempt for 
he Sabbath, there are supposed to be circulated 
on that sacred day, 45,000 copies of newspapers, 
two or three hundred thousand readers of which 
are probably in the city. The labour in this sin- 
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large aggregate of vice and crime is the conse- 
qrence ; and from the report of Mr. Wontner, the 
superintendent of Newgate, for 1826, it appears 
that 2931 persons were committed to prison for 
breach of laws in 12 months. Males under 21, 
1227; over 21,1096. Females under 21, 442; 
over 21, 166. 


Burning of Widows in Iadia.—A London 
Magazine informs, that this subject was brought 
forward inthe Court of Directors, March 21, and 
by adjournment on the 28th, in an able speech of 
four hours and a half, by Joon Poynder, Esq. who 
concluded by moving the interposition of govern- 
ment for the prevention of these human sacrifices, 
ond that such insteuctions be transmitted by this 
Court to India, as may be deemed most expedient 
for aceompiishing the object. Mr. Poynder’s res- 
Nution was carned, in a numerous Court, with on- 
ly 4 or 5 dissentients. 


The Christian Slaves in Jamaica, a British 
West India [siani, are called to a new trial in their 
servitude, A law passed the House of Assembly, 
Dec. 22, which enacts that * slaves, found guilty of 
teaching and preaching as anabaptists, or other- 
wise, Without a permission from their owner and 
the quarter Sess:ons for the parish, shall be pun- 
ished hy whipping, or imprisooment in the work- 
house to hard labour.” No meetings are allowed 
between sun-set and sun-rise ; and religious teach- 
ers, who rake money from slaves, are to pay 20 
pounds for each offence, or to be committed to ihe 
common jail fora mouth. I: has heretofore been 
the custom of the Christian slaves to aid in the 
support of the gospel amongst themselves, by a 
contribution of their pittance; bat this luxury is 
sow denied them. Application has been made to 
His M-jesty to disallow these oppressive enact- 
nents, and the hope is expressed that he will speed- 
ily prevent their operation. We see, however, the 
evil disposition of the local authorities of the isl- 
and, and the indignation to which the poor Chris- 
tian Negroes are subjected, many of whom are the 
purchase of a Redeemer’s blood. 


The Dissenters in England cherish strong hope 
of an enlargement of their privileges under the 
administration of Mr. Canning. We hope he is 
the friend of religious liberty. On the 31st of 
May. Lord John Russell was to move for the total 
repeal of the Corporation and Test Acts. 








From the Columbian Siar 
AN AFFECTING (INCIDENT. 


A woman of advanced age and very humble ap- 
pearance, lately presented herself among the anxious 
inquirers in ove of the Baptist churches in this city. 
In relating the exercises of her mind she stated, that 
she had lived in the entire neglect of eternal things 
uati) a late period. Her mind, she said, had been 
roused to thoughtfulness and repentance, by an atf- 
fticting stroke, which bad deprived her of her young- 
est child, a little girl six years old. This child had 
belonged to a Sabbath School, and just before her 
death, when to all appearance she had sunk too low 
to be copable of utterance, seemed to awake, and 
said to her mourning mother: Mother, I have two 
Sunday School tickets, and one of them has, ‘* Come 
unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
{ will give you rest.” The poor mother is now a fol- 
lower of Christ, and dates her first serious impres- 





gle article of publishing, niust employ large aum- 
ers in the breach of the 4th commandment. A 


sions from the above affecting incident. 
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ORDINATION. 


Ordained at Glastenbury, June 27, 1827, Rev. Sam- 
uel H. Riddle, over the First Congregational Church 


and Society, in that place. 
The Rev. Mr. Hawes, of Hartford, offered the in- 


troductory prayer; Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Green, 
of Boston, from 1 Cor. i. 23, 24.; Ordaining prayer 
by Rev. Prince Hawes, of South Boston ; Charge by 
Rev. Mr. Riddle, of Barnstable, Mass. father of the 
Pastor elect; the Rev. Mr. Spring, of Hartford, gave 
the right hand of fellowship, and the Rev. Mr. Tal- 
cott, of Chatham, made the concluding prayer. 


INFANT BAPTISM. 


We would again call the attention of our readers 
to the remarks on the subject of Baptism, which were 
commenced in our last number. 

We do not claim any peculiar attention on ac- 
count of the ability displayed by the writer; the 
subject has been often handied by abler pens. But 
here, Truth, which is “ mighty above all things,” is 
presented in the language of scripture, in a plain un- 
garnished light ; and we ask the candid reader, who 
is willing to believe the frulh, to follow him, so far as 
he follows the Bible, and see if his arguments and de- 
ductions are not ** proofs from holy writ,” that cannot 
be inyalidated or got aside. 

(Subject concluded from page 76.) 


It may be asked, if christians are under the cove. 
nant made with Abraham, why do they not practice 


circumcision? I answer, because baptism has succeed- | 


ed it, in proof of which, | offer the following rea- 

5008 :-— 

Ist. Circumcision signifies a death unto sin, so doth 
Baptism. 

Collossians ii. 11, 12. “In whom also ye are cir- 
cumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 
in putting off the body of thesins of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ; buried with him in baptism, 
wherein ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.” 
Now, we caunot put off the natural body by death, 
therefore it is evident, that by puting off, the body of 
the sins of the flesh, signifies, a death unto sin; ‘nei- 
ther, do we inter any, which are not dead, therefore | 
conclude, that the expression, buried with him in bap- 
tism also signifies a death unto sin. 
2nd. Circumcision signified regeneration, or a change 

of heart. 

Rom. ii. 28,29. ‘For he is not a Jew which is one 
outwardly ; neither is that circumcision which is out- 
ward in the flesh; but he is a Jew which is one in- 
wardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of 
men, but of God. By this passage it appears evident 
that circumcision signifies a change of heart, the same 
truth is also taught in the old testament, see Deut. 
xxx. 6. “ And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine 
heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that 
thou mayest live.” The same thing is also signified by 
baptism. Mark i. 8. “1 indeed have baptized you 
with water; but be shall baptize you with the Holy 


Ghost.” Tit. iii. 5,6. “ Not by works of righteousness 
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which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed ov us abun- 
dantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” By, these 
passages, J think a candid miud must be satisied, that 
baptism, signified the washing of regeneration and ce- 
newing ef the heart by the Holy Ghost. Thus! thinsk 
it is evident that christians are under the Abrahamic 
covenant, Christ being the sum and the substance of 
it, also that baptism is in the room of circumcision— 
And furthermore, the seal of the righteousness of 
faith (or the seal of the covenant,) was by the express 
command of God applied to the seed of his professed 
people, for two thousand years, until the death of 
Christ, and after: nor do we find that Christ himself, 
or by his Apostles, ever repealed the command. Is it 
not reasonable to conclude, that it is his will that be- 
lieving parents should still dedicate their infant of- 
spring to him in baptism! But to place the question in 
a still clearer point of light, look at Acts ii. 39. “ For 
the promise is unto you and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call.”” Here Peter is exhorting his hearers 
on the day of pentecost, to repent and be baptized ; 
assuring them that they should receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, and as a motive, assures them that the 
promise was unto them and their children, and to all 
that were afar off, &c. Now is it not evident, after 
what has been said, that the promise here refered to, 
is that gracious promise made to Abraham, namely, 
«| will be a God to thee, and to thy seed after thee *” if 
not, and the children of believers were excluded un- 
der the New Testament dispensation, why is there any 
meution of children at all? But there is another pos- 
sage which I think bears with considerable weight 
upon this subject. Matt. xix. 14 “ But Jesus said, 
suffer litle children, and forbid them not, to come 
unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” It 
may be said, he did not baptize them, very true; fis 
baptism was not at this time instituted. The ig 
dom of heaven here mentioned, must mean ert 
kingdom of heavenly glory, or the church on earth. 
If they were fit subjects for the heavenly glory. survly 
they were fit to be baptized ; but if on the other bend, 
the kingdom of heaven, means the Christian church, 
and Christ has said expressly of such (meaning im 
fants) is the kingdom of heaven, then surely we have 
no right to refuse to give them up to him in baptism, 
Once more, look at Ist Cor. vii. 14. “ Forthe un 
believing husband is sanctified by the wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; else 
were your children unclean, but now are they holy.” 
Here I think the holiness spoken of, can be nothing 
more nor less than a covenant holiness, or a dedica- 
tion to God, and consequently they were baptized. 
The whole nation of the Jews, were said to be holy— 
see Deuteronomy xiv. 1,2. ‘ Ye are the childrew of 
the Lord your God, ye shall not cut yourselves, nor 
make any baldness between your eyes for the dead; 
For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God ; 
and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar peo- 
ple unto himself, above all the nations that are upon 
the earth.’”’ Ezra ix. 2. “For they have taken of their 
daughters for themselves, and for their sons; se that 
the holy seed have mingled themselves with the peo- 
ple of those lands: yea, the hand of the princes and 
rulers hath been chief in this trespass. From these 
and other passages, it is evident that the Jews were 
called holy, because they were set apart to God, were 
circumcised, and were visible in covenant with him as 
his people ; yet we have abundaut proof from their 
history, that but few among them (comparatively) 
professsed heart holiness. Isa. fii. 1. “ Awnke, 
Awake ; put on thy strength, O Zion, put on thy beau- 
tiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city ; for hence. 
forth there shall no more come into thee, the uncir- 
cumcised and the unclean.” Herc, if 1 mistake not, 

















































































-_——— 


86 Infant Baptism. : 


uncircumcised and unclean, mean the same thing, if 
801 think we have got a clue whereby we can under- 
stand what the Apostle means by that expression, 
“‘else were your children unclean, but now are they 
holy.”’ And from these scriptures | think we are 
warranted to draw the conclusion, that the Jewish na- 
tion was said to be holy, because they were visibly, 
in covenant with God. And I also must think, that 
the Apostle means, when he says that the children of 
believers are holy, that they are fit subjects to be ded- 
icated to God in baptism. 

Onge more, | think it is evident that parents still 
continued to dedicate their children to God, under 
the New Testament dispensation, by the practice 
of the many thousands of Jews, who were cou- 
verted to christianity, and who still continued to 
circumcise their children, under the immediate eye 
of the Apostles, at least until Paul was appre- 
hended at Jerusalem, nearly thirty years after our 
Saviour’s crucifixion. See Acts xxi. 20—24. “* And 
when they beard it, they glorified the Lord, and said 
unto him, thou seest, brother how many thousands of 
Jews there are which believe ; and they are all zeal- 
ous of the law; and they are informed of thee, that 
thou teachest a!l the Jews which are among the Gen- 
tiles to forsake Moses, saying, that they ought not to 
circumcise their children, neither to walk after the 
customs. What is it therefore? the multitude must 
needs come together: for they will hear that thou 
art come. Do, therefore, this that we say to thee: 
We have four men which have a vow onthem: Them 
take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges 
with them, that they may shave their heads; and all 
may know that those things, whereof they were iu- 
formed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou 
thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.” 

From this passage, itis evident that the Apostles at 
Jerusalem, and the whole of the Jews converted to 
christianity, considered themselves under solemn ob- 
ligations to devote their children to God by the rite of 
circuincision, and although circumcision was soon to 
be done away, yet there is no intimation that parents 
were to be deprived of the privilege of devoting their 
children to God in the ordinance of baptism. The 
Apostle Paul, speaking to the Collossians, says, “ and 
ye are complete in him which is the head of all princi- 
pality and power.” If christians are complete in 
Christ, they are complete in every respect, with re- 
gard to apilinntss and privileges. Would the Jews 
then, who, were so tenacious of circumcision, and the 
ceremonial law, have quietly submited to give up the 
privilege of devoting their children to God in his or- 
dinances without murmuring? would they not have 
said, here is an important privilege which we have en- 
joyed for two thousand years; ever since the days of 
Abraham, of which we are now deprived, and how 
are we complete? But we hear no complaining on 
this head, and I conclude for this reason, because 
there was no ground for it. 

From what bas been said, may I not be justified 
in concluding, that it is the will of God, that parents 
should give up their children to him in baptism; and 
if they are faithful to their trust, and bring up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
have we not reason to believe that he will bless their 
eudeavors, in the conversion at least, of some of their 
number, and thus be a God in an emphatical manner, 
fo the believer and to his seed after him. 


I will now offer some reasons, why 1 think that In- 
mersion is not essential to baptisa. 


ist. From the manner in which the account of the 
baptism as administered by the Apostles, is recorded, 
hye it is evident, that baptism was not performed 
y immersion; particularly in the case of Paul, Cor- 
pelius and his company, the Jailor and his house- 
hold. Perhaps some wili say that Philip immersed 


_ Jury, 


from scripture that he did. It was just as easy wher 
they were in the water, or at the water, to baptize 
him in some other mode as to immerse him, and the 
scripture is entirely silent as to the mode of his bap- 
tisim, unless the word baptize determines it, and that 
it does not determine it 1 think is abundantly evideut 
from scripture. 

2d. From the manner in which the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost is related, Acts, i. 5 and 8. ‘‘ For John 
truly baptized with water ; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. But ye 
shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you.” Here the manner of the baptism is said 
to be by coming upon them, and this conveys an idea 
widely different from immersion. Acts, ii. 33: “ There- 
fore, being by the right band of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see 
and hear.’”’ Here the manner of the baptism is said to 
be by shedding forth, which very aptly conveys the 
idea of sprinkling or pouring, but is very far from 
conveying the idea of immersion. Acts, x. 44, 45: 
* While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost 
fell on all them which heard the word. Aud they 
of the circumcision. which believed were astonished, 
as many as came with Peter, because that on the 
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Here the manner of the baptism is said to 
be by falling upon and pouring, two ideas very re- 
mote from immersion. Acts, xi. 15, 16; “ And. as [ 
began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on 
us at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of 
the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost.” Thus we see the manner in which the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost was performed, and have 
found that it was by coming upon—being shed forth 
—fell on—and poured out on the subjects of the bap- 
tism ; and now have we any right to say that water 
baptism is net valid unless it be performed by im- 
mersion ? 

3d. From what is said 1 Cor. x. 2, compared with 
the account given by Moses of the same transaction, I 
conclude immersion is not essential yiz.: ‘‘ And were 
all baptized unto Moses iu the cloud and in the sea.” 
Ex xiv. 16, 22,29: “ But lift thou up'thy rod, and 
s.retch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it ; 
and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground 
through the midstof the sea.’ “‘ And the children of Is- 
rael went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, 
and the waters were a wall unto them on their right 
hand and on their left.” Surely, walking through on 
dry land with water fora wall on either side, does not 
convey the idea of immersion, or dipping into water. 
Ex. xiii. 21, 22: “‘ And the Lord went before them by 
day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way ; and 
by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light, to go by, 
day and night. Hetook not away the pillar of the 
cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from be- 
fore the people. Ex. xiv. 19,20: And the angel of 
God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed, 
and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud 
weut from before their face, and stood behind them: 
And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and 
the camp of Israel; and it wasa cloud and darkness 
to them, but it gave light by night to these; so that 
the one came not near the other all the night.” 

Here, likewise, we see nothing favoring the idea of 
immersion, and from what has been said may we not 
safely draw this conclusion that immersion is not es- 
sential to baptism, but that the ordinance is valid 
when performed by sprinkling. 

Once more : Isaiah, speaking concerning our Sav- 
iour, says, So shall he sprinkle many nations. Isa. 
lii. 15. Ezekiel, prophecying concerning the future 
restoration of the Jews, says, Then will I sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean. Ezek, 





the Ethiopian eunuch, but there is no positive proof | 


xxxvi, 25. These are prophecies which have their 
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accomplishment under the Christian dispensation, and 
meau the influences of the Holy Spirit, but I think 
with a direct allnsion to the ordinance of baptism ; 
and has not Christ literally sprinkled many uations 
(by his ministers) in this ordinance ? 

But it may be objected that Paul says we are buri- 
ed in baptism, and consequently nothing can be bap- 
tism but immersion. In reply, Paul says, | am cru- 
cified with Christ. Gal. ii. 20. Will any ove affirm 
that Paul was literally crucified? If not, why affirm 
that unless we are literally buried in water we cannot 
be baptized? Paul also says that we have been plant. 
ed in the likeness of Christ’s death. Now death an¢ 
burial are two distinct things * his death, we all know, 
was on the cross, and Paul immediately adds, Our 
old man is crucified with him. If there must be a lit- 
eral representation of a burial, why not also a literal 
1epresentation of a crucifixion! Is it net more rea- 
sonable to conclude thatthis burial is produced by the 
spiritual baptism spoken of in I Cor. xii 13: For by 
one spirit are we all baptized into one body. This 
baptism produces a death untosin, and crucifixion of 
the old man in the renewal of the heart, and enables 
us to walkin newness of life; and as Christ died for 
sin, we, by being baptized in his name, declare our- 
selves to be as dead to sin as though we had been bu- 
vied in his grave. 

Thus | have given the proofs on which I rest infant 
baptism, as also baptism in other modes than immer- 
£10n. 


ove. Dogs are trained with this «pecific object, and 
with a proper regard to humanity too; they are tanght 
to huot out, and when found, safety to keep in their 
retreat, the runaway slaves, uatil the pursuers come 
up, but not to bite and devour them, And | haye 
never known but one instance in which the pur sued 
was injured; and thea it was the just rew ard of his 
own temerity in resisting to desperation. 

This being a case directly in point, twill give the 
particulars, and wish you Sir, in the conclusion to tell 
me whet less, a christian people could have doue. 

Che slave was a desperado and bad long been a run- 
away (not from slavery but from Jabor,) and by his 
artifice kept beyond the reach of his pursuers, and 
vet within the vicinity of their dw ellings, watil the pur- 
snit was abandoned; he triumphed in his success and 
took encouragement to commit more desperate acts, 
and even horrid crimes He visited defenceless fe- 
males at midnight in quest of food, and the gratifica- 
tion of base desires until he added to the list of his 
crimes that of repeated murder. 

He went at midnight, and calling the person of the 
house, (a female) to the door, deliberately shot ber 
down with his rifle, with which he always went armed. 
Emboldened by success, he at length bid defiance to 
community, and threatened all with death who should 
attempt his arrest. At this period a gentleman, resi- 
dent of one of the Southern cities, having a pack of 
hounds trained to the purpose volunteered his servi- 
ces with theirs to take him; and the result was his ar- 
rest after a most desperate engagement with the dogs, 
in which he was much torn. He was taken to trial, 
condemned, and hanged. 

Now Mr. Editor, was it not a mercy that such dogs 
were to be found? Sir, the Council of that city con- 
ceived it such and manifested it by relieving the own- 
er of them from the tax imposed on dogs. Ina word 
sir, a residence among them is necessary before we 
can judge discreetly. 1 do think, our southern breth- 
ren deserve less censure than we are in the habit of 
bestowing on them. Contra. 


—_———— 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 


“RENDER TO CESAR THE THINGS THAT 
ARE CASAR’S.” 


Mr. Eprror,—tIn one of your late numbers I notice 
short editorial article, headed, “ Tue Buiessines or 
Stavery,” in which an attempt is made, to impress the 
Minds of this community with the belief, that the 
slave of Georgia, has the same right to run away from 
his master, that we have from an “ Algerine Tyrant,” 
and to heighten the picture, you state as a fact, that 
one of them, attempting to liberate himself in this 
way, was “ pursued by men and dogs,” until he was 
hunted down like a beast.” Now, Sir, not denying 
the fact, that runaway slaves are “pursued by men 
and dogs”—I deny the right of any one to give to it 
an undue coloring. The manner in whic» you related 
the incident, is such as to impress this people with the 
belief, that this unfortunate class of beings are treat- 
ed en masse, with as little feeling and humanity as the 
beast of the field—that they are hunted like the Hare, 
and as often fall a prey to the voracious “ Pack.” 


so 


For the Religioas Lotelligencer. 
GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT 
Extract of a Letter. 


My Dear Brother,—Having returned from the de- 
lightfully pleasant scene lately presented at Stratford, 
I will now comply with your request.—Verily, during 
the past week, a stream of good things flowed beside 
and around us, whence not a few drank, and were re 
freshed. 

The General Association met on Tuesday, A. M 






No one, Sir, more opposes slavery, both in princi- 
ple and practice than myself, or would more gladly 
see the victims relieved from the necessary bondage, 
which they now suffer. But this is not the work of a 
moment, or even a few years; it will take many, to 
accomphsh it; and [ believe, God will effect it in his 
own good time—and [ believe further; that the instru- 
ment is already formed, 1 mean the “ Colonization 
Society.” 

_ But, Sir, I have wandered from my original inten- 
tion, which was not, a disquisition on the principles of 
slavery, but an attempt to defend the “ unfortunate’”’ 
masters from an unjust attack upon their characters 
as such. 

My information on the subject, is derived from a 
ten years residence among them ; and as a result, } 
must say, that the reflection you cast upon them is 
both unjust and unchristian. It is a sore trial to ma- 
ny a follower of Jesus, that he conceives himself in du- 
ty bound to hold them as slaves. Now, that the run- 
away negroes are frequently pursued and driven from 
their “lurking places” by dogs, is a fact that J would 
not wish to deny; so far from it, that 1 consider it 


You are acquainted with the routine of business which 
occupies such a body at their opening sessions. At 
3 o'clock, P. M. we were called to listen to a Sermon, 
of which, if | were permitted to speak, I could speak 
in praise only. [loved the preacher, and I loved the 
truth advanced. 

At 8o’clock we enjoyed another repast. It was 
one calculated to refresh those who love communion’ 
with the Holy Ghost. If 1 mistake not, the praying 
and the sermon raised the tone of pious feeling in 
many a heart. Could you have listened to a aarra- 
tive you might have heard a testimony that gave evi 
dence decisive of good to some souls whose hearts 
were anointed from on high. They felt the strength 
ening power of the holy oil: for joy and gladness 
pervaded them. This may have been the case with 
many. 

Wednesday was a day of unusnal interest. The 
Missionary Sermon tended to bind the friends oi 


Home Missions closer to their standard, and dew 
less rallied moreto their aid. I regreticod that a col- 
lection was not made to aid the Soci-iy in its noble 


end of charity to the descendants of our piigvins fa 





many times the best mode, and some times the only 


thers. 
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The cause of education was feelingly and power- 


fully advoecated—I may say mellingly. Indeed my 


[Juty, 


On Wednesday morning at eight o'clock, Rev. Mr. 
Malcom, agent of the American Sunday Schoo! Union, 


dear brother, we too will be on the side of that cause | dressed the meeting with a short but interesting state- 


which bids so fair to meliorate and bless this country 


ment of the plans, means, and prospects of that Society. 


and our world, Let not a little of our all go to up- The business of the Society has hitherto been conducted 


hold so good a work as.--educating pious young men 
for the gospel ministry. Would we do good when in 
the grave’ Here is an opportunity for one to preach 
the gospel when a disembodied spirit. Think you 
thatany liberal soul when within the pale of eternity, 
will regret that he has money on earth, so disposed of, 
that it will help roll the gospel car! O, eternity can 
ouly develope how many shall step into this car and 
ride safely to glory through the one thousand dollars 
of this and that donor. With all our hearts, we bid 
them ‘‘ God speed.” 

In the afternoon we listened to the narrative of re- 
ligion as presented by the Association—as you will 
see it in print, suffice it to say, that it is a new pledge 
of our Redeemer’s love to Zion, and final conquest 
over Satan and his emissaries. That satan’s kingdom 
is in the wane, is most manifest from the signs 
of the times. With the King of Zion at our head the 
phalanx of his soldiers is evidently widening and 
deepening. The strong holds are invaded and taken 
—the shouts of victory! victory! are heard in the 
land. And how meltingly melodious the repeated 
song, “‘Hosanna to the son of David: blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in 
the highest.” 

My brother, is not the time come when every man 
may take his sickle and go forth to reap) Happy he 
who shall gather but one sheaf, “they that turn 
many to righteousness shall shine forth as the stars 
for ever and ever.” 

Around the communion table, brethren sit together 
in unity. The house was crowded, but not all ac- 
know'edged themselves followers of the Lamb —Let 
me teli you that | think I could joyfully antedate the 
day when, in Heaven we shall see Jesus, not as once 
laboring, weeping, bleeding, suffering, groaning, dy- 


almost without a capital, The citizens of Philadelphia 
have borne the whole burden, and now intend to farnish 
the Society with a house at an expense of more than 
$30,000 of which more than $20,000 is already raised. 
They therefore desive that other parts of the country 
should place at their disposal a sufficiem capital to reduce 
‘heir publications to the lowest possible rate, He stated 
that since the formation of the Episcopal and Methodist 
separate Unions, not a single Episcopal or Methodist 
school, within his knowledge, had withdrawn from the 
American Cnion. So that while the number of schools 
had greatly increased, and the common canse of Sabbath 
school instruction heen much promoted, the General Un- 
ton was at least, not at all injured by the formation of ex- 
clusive societies by those two denominations of Chris- 
trans. The Association voted to recommend to the 
churches to make their ministers life members of the 
American Sunday School Union, by the contribution of 
thirty dollars, 

The next measure was the adoption of a pastoral ad- 
dress to the churches, which was prepared by a commit- 
tee appointed last year. It was a comprehensive exhibi- 
tion of the means of promoting the revival of religion. 
On a proposition from the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, that the Delegates from the correspond- 
ing bodies should deliberate but not vote.—the Associa- 
tion resolved that they would cordially invite a continu- 
auce of their friendly intercourse, upon the same princi- 
ples as heretofore. 

The Association also declined acceding to the proposal 
of the General Association of Connecticut respecting the 
appommument of a joint committee to prepare a brief 
summary of Christian doctrine. 

On Wednesday afternoon the Association Sermon was 
preached by Rey Mr. Sewall. This was followed by 
the narratives of the state of religion hy the delegates of 
the several Associations. Almost all these were of a char- 
acter unusually interesting. In every Association more 
or less of the chovehes had been refreshed by the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. 

‘The whole number of Associations is 19 Of these 





ing, but as the “ King in his beauty.” If not till then, 
at his right-hand may we hail each other as the ran- 
somed of the Lord, and come thither with joy and 
everlasting songs. ~ 

“ When on Zion “ve stand, having gain’d the blest shore, 
* (With harps in our hands we will praise Hlim the more, 
& We'll range the sweet fields an the banks of the river, 
And sing hallelniah forever and ever.” 

I ought to mention here, that the Ministers scemed 
like business men They were early and at all times 
busy ‘The harmony that prevailed told us that, as 
under shepherds, they sought the incans to find the 
flock of God. 

Looking on, one could learn the order that prevail- 
ed. Dida person drive up to the Minister’s house? 
His book, (which I took to be the enrolment of those 
who were “ given to hospitality,’’) was only opened 
and a home was pointed to. Were I to judge of the 
hosts and hostesses of others, by my own, I should 
only say they were above all praise. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 


GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS. 

Through the kindness of a valued correspondent, we 
are enabled to present our readers with the following in- 
teresting summary of the proceedings of the General As- 
sociation of Massachusetts, convened at Worcester on the 
26th of June,—Rev Mr Osgood of Springfield, and 
Messrs. Pond and Bent, Scribes. 

The Association voted to attend meetings for prayer on 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings, at five o’clock.--- 
These meetings were attended by most of the ministers 
present, and by a very considerable namber of the people 
of the place, 





ihree were received into connection at the present ses- 
sion The narratives from the Suffolk and Berkshire As- 
sociations, are so imteresting, that | will enclose the sub- 
stance of them for separate publication. Of the rest I 
give the following abstract: 

Mountain Association nave the Monthly Concert, Char- 
table A-sociations, Sabbath Schools, and Bible classes in 
all their parishes. Revivals this year in Washington, 
Hinsdale, Peru, Worthington, and Cummington—from 
20 to 40 hopeful conversions in each. 

Frankiin Association.---14 churches averaging 100 mem- 
bers; 9 pastors. Revivals in Colerain, and Charlemont. 
30 couversions, En:ror declining. The friends of error 
begining to be convinced that it is both unprofitable ia 
this life and unsafe the next. Two new churches on 
Unitarian greund. 

Hampshire. Powerful revivals in Northampton, with 
hopeful conversions. Hadley —, Belchertown 40, Wil- 
liamsburg 50, Whately 100. Amherst South 21, West 
20, East 90, College of 170 stadents, 100 were profes- 
sors of religion before, and half the remainder now hope. 
There is a church in the college, and Bible classes in 
each class, 

Hamden. 16 ministers. Revivals in Ludlow and 
Springfield. 

Brookfield. Much error and opposition. Tn most of 
the churches the prospects are cheering. 400 have been 
added the past year. These were chiefly among the 
youth, but some heads of families, and some who were 
sinners of fourscore years. The places most sigually vis- 
ited, were West Brookfield, North Brookfield, and New 
Braintree. 

Worcester Central. 10 churehes, all supplied. 1350 
members. Revivals in West Boylston and Ratland, ad- 
ding to the former 24, and 110 to the latier.. Ap- 
pearances were also encouraging in other places. ‘ 

Worcester North. Revivals in several places. Gardi 
ner among others. 


Harmony. Revivals in Middlebury. 11 churches, 
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Middlesex Union, Revivals in Townsend, 60. Gro- 


ton and Pepperel:. 
Taunton.---10 churches. One vacancy. 


Revivals in 
Taunton centre adding 78. Taunton West 30 Fall 
River 52. This place has long been a waste uatil it wae 
built ap by the Domestic Missionary Society. 

Haverhill.---Revivals in several churches, In Bradford 
West, 80 liave hopes including several students in the 
Academy. “Several have been converted who were de- 
voted to Universalism, aad some drunkards. Haver- 
hill North they reckon 40, in Lowell a new manufactur- 
ing village 120. Revivals ia Methuae, Dracut and Hav- 
erhill West. 

Aadover.—P rospects never more encouraging. Revi- 
vals have added 120 in Woburn, 50 in Setueien, and 
some in Bedford, Burlington, Tewksbury, avd Willing- 
ton. 

Essex Middle —West Newbury has received 40. Re- 
vivals are going on in Newburyport. Amesbury, Row- 
ley, Newbury, are also visited. 

Sulem.—1i4 churches. 13 pastors. About to form a 
conference of the churches. In some churches heresy 
and peauriousnéss produce confusion and every evii 
work. Unusual excitement im religivoa in Salem. Io 
Wareham the revival has revived. 

Norfolk.—12 churches. 1400 members. 
Walpole, a new society. 

Old Colony.—10 churches. Religion low in 1826. The 
Lerd came suddenly among them, and now the truth is 
prevaling over error; waste places are building up ;— 
there are revivals in Plymouth, New-Bedford, 30 added, 
Fairhaven, Rochester. 

Barnstable 12 churches. One at Monhpee is an In- 
dian church consistiug of 20 members. This associa- 
iion which has been blessed in former years now pre- 
sents no appearances peculiarly favorable. 

These accounts, with many other imeresting and en- 
couraging particulars, were exhibited before the associa- 
tion. Besides this, | heard private verbal statements of 
several ministers, who ounce were either Unitarians, or 
held fellowship with them, or feared to preach the whole 
truth, or were jealous of revivals and might meetings, but 
who have now risen above the fear of man, and now 
preach the gospet plainly, and their preaching is followed 
with the blessed fruits of revivals of religion. 1 myseli 
conversed with several gunisters who once preached 
Unitarianism, but now Christ. One Unitarian minister 
lately told his congregation that he was convinced his 
preaching did no good—he was not settled in his own 
mind and could not consent to preach any longer, and 
wished to be dismissed, aud earnestly advised them to get 
an evangehcal minister. Both requests were complied 
with. In one place where Lam acquainted and where a 
Unitarian preacher has been employed, some of the lead- 
ing men say that whether Unitasiapism is true or not, it 
will not do for that place. Dr Channing's New-York 
sermon has done much good. When it was printed, one 
of his parishioners went (o him in surprise at this avowal 
of his sentiments, and told him if such was his doctrine 
he could not consent to remain any longer under his min- 
istry. Ihave not the means of stating the number of pla- 
ces which have recently begun to enjoy evangelical 
preaching. But itis believed there are some in pearly 
every association. r 

To contiuue the account of proceedings. In the eve- 
ning of Wednesday, Rev. Justin Edwards preached a ve- 
ry interesting discourse upon Temperance. He said no 
man could be found who did not use ardent spirits, that 
would plead in favor of their we. No man would refuse 
to discontinue the use exeept because he loved it. And 
it is perfectly in the power of the present generation to 
root out intemperance in 30 years. If all who were tem- 
perate 30 years ago had discontinued the use of ardent 
spirits, all who were then drankards would have been in 
their graves, and there would probably not have been at 
this time, a single drunkard in the land. What might 
have been accomplished in the last 30 years, may with 
equal certainty be secured in the 30 years to come. But 
if temperate people love ardent spirits so much that all 
these benefits will not iudace them to forego the use. how 
much more powerfal is the appetite of the drunkard, and 
how much more anlikely that he will ever cease to be a 
drunkard until he dies. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
On Thursday morning a very animating report was ex- 
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hibited of the doings, success, and "secs of the Mas- 
sachusetts Domestic Missionary Society, followed by an 
address from Dr. Chester. This Society has now form- 
ed a union with the old chartered Masa. Miss. Society 
and the united Society has become auxiliary to the 
American Home Missionary Society. The cause of 
christian union is thus gaining an important accession of 
strength. 

In the afiernoon, Rev. Mr. Cornelius preached in be- 
half of the Domestic Missionary Society, and gave @ 
statement of the present deficiency of ministers in our 
country, and a most appalling view of the approaching 
famine for the word of God, unless christians could be 
aroused to a speedy and great effort to meet the exigency. 
The communion of the Lord's supper, which followed, 
was rendered peculiarly interesting by the following cir- 
cumstance. ‘The two evangelical congregational church- 
esin Worcester, have long been in a state of hostility very 
dishonorable to their christian profession, and very mju- 
rious to the cause of religion During the sitting of the 
Association, by the unsolicited mediation Of several min- 
isters present, the two churches acknowledged their er- 
roneous proceedings, and agreed to recognise each otber 
as sister churches. This reconciliation was ratified by 
the meml-ers of both coming together to commune around 
the table of the Lord. May they grow in brotherly love 
and every christian grace. May the present encoura- 
ging appearances increase unt!! one becomes a thousand, 
and the glory of the gospel shall appear in that beautiful 
and interestng village. 

Inthe evening a sermon was preached by President 
Houwphrey, on the desire of Christians for the salvation 
of sinners. Text, “ My heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for Istael is, that they may be saved" He alluded to 
scenes’and events that had been passing before us, and by 
reproof and encouragement endeavored to stir up all to 
the great concern. 

lu conclusion I may remark, that the general impres- 
sion reminded us how good and how plensant it ts for 
brethren to dwell tagether in unitv. When Christians 
exercise that mutual confidence aud co-operation whieh 
springs from mutual love, thei meetings are always pleas- 
ant, and religion always flourishes “ A new command- 
ment give I unto you, that ye love one another,” Z. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN SUFFOLK COUNTY 


Suffolk Association embraced at the beginning of this 
year 13 churches,—one of which is withovt a pastor, 12 
settled pastors, 1960 members. Within the last enghet 
months there have been revivals io all these churches 
but two. Within ashort time abotu 500 have been add- 
ed to these churches as the fruits of these revivals. The 
present number of jnquirers is between five and six huu- 
dred. The number of inquirersin the Baptist congrega- 
tions within the local limits of the association is very con- 
siderable—probably 200 or more. The number of Sab- 
bath Scholars who worship with the evangelical congre- 
gational churches, is more than 2000 ; and there ave 1200 
in the Bible classes. Many teachers and pupils of Sab- 
bath Schools attend inquiring meetings aud are gathered 
inte the fold of Christ. 

The revivals of which we would speak with devout 
gratitude to God, may be traced to a series of efforts com- 
meaced by some of the pastors at the commencement of 
the year 1826, Some of the pastors preached on the first 
Sabbath inthe year directly and plainly to christians, and 
with special reference toa revival. They immediately 
adopted measures to interest the young, and especially 
young men, and to bring the members of the churches 
to engage in active efforts for the prosperity of Zion. 
Nor did they labor in vain. The revival made its first 
appearance in the Essex-street congregation, and then 
in the Hanover-street, and Old South congregations, and 
the other evangelical congregations in the city and in the 
first congregation in Charlestown; then in Waltham, in 
Medford, and in both the congregations in Newtom It 
may be stated with respect to most of these revivals, that 
the pastors dlevised and cxecuted mcasures for their pro- 
motion as deliberately, aud it is hoped prayerfully, ax they 
would engage in any christian enterprize. Among the 
means Gud has blessed in promoting the present reyival, 
may be mentioned the direct and earnest preaching of 
the gospel to saints and sinners ; seasons of fasting and 
prayer observed by the churches; the appointment by 
several of the churches of their own members to visit 





two in company, the members of the chureh, and as many 
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of the congregation as they could; visitation of the 
charehes by a pastor and one or more lay brethren ; direct 
und faithful conversation on religious sabjects from house 
to house, accompanied with prayer, when practicable ; 
meetings of inquiry; and a conference of the churches 
in the city of Boston, lax November. This last mention- 
ed meeting appeared to be blessed of God in diffusing 
the revival almost over the Association. 

Christians bave done much, especially in the city, to 
promote this revival, by bringing persons into the meet- 
ings of inquiry. They have gone to their friends and 
others, who were thoughtless, have conversed seriously 
with them, have urged them to attend she inquiry meei- 
ings, and have sometimes accompanied them. —lavita- 
tions have often been given publicly to all. who were will- 
ing to be conversed with pessonally, on the sbject of re 
higioo, to attend the inquiring meeting. Many, who have 
come to this meeting with no real conviction of sin have 
soon been deeply awakened, and have become constant 
attendants, and eve long the hopeful subjects of divine 
grace. One individual of the Hanover Church, has in 
this way been instrumental in the hopeful conversion of 
eleven souls, and another more than half that number. 

Though the charcheshave never awoke to that deep 
sense of vbligation, that fervent, importunate, believing 
supplication, termed effectual prayer; and to that perse- 
vering effort, which are traly desirable ;—vet they mani- 
fest to some extent a truly christian zeal for the prosperity 
of Zion. : 

A weekly lecture has been established and maintained 
for several months by one of the ministers of the ciry, a 
Cambridgeport, which is within the limits of the Associ 
ation. This lecture has been blessed, « revival has heen 
enjoyed, a meeting house has been raised at Cambri Ige- 
port this week, and av evangelical church will be gather- 
ed there soon, A new evangelical society has also been 
formed’ at Brighton within a few months; a meeting 
house is now building for the use of an orthodox elurch. 
Not only have the meeting houses io Hanover street and 
Essex-street become full the past year, and a commodi- 
ous house of worship erected in Green-street, and the 
Rev. Dr. Jenks installed pastor of an evangelical church 
gathered under his labors ;—bat two new meeting houses 
tor the accommodation of evangelical churches soon to be 
formed, are now actually building, one in the northern 
and the other in the southern part of the city. 

favitations have also been given to establish stated 
meetings for the preaching of erangelical truth in several 
towns in the vicinity, where there are no evangelical con- 
gregational churches. A Sabbath evening lecturt is also 
maistainedio the first church in Cambridge, by the pas- 
tor and other evangelical clergymen invited by him, and 
a weekly Biblical lecture in the court house adjacent. both 
of which are well atiended, 

When we survey the city of Boston, and its vicinity, 
and see now six orthodox congregational churches in the 
city, five of them large and full, and four of these congre 
gations collected within six years; and when we see two 
more, commodious houses going up in the citv, and two 
more withm two milesof it, for the accommodation of 
evangelical charches; an! see two others within the lim 
its of the Associaton, and occunied by its members, built 
within four vears past; and when we witness the continued 
progress of a religious revival, inthe city and vicinity, we 
are ready to exclaim, “ what hath God wrought! He 
hath done gr at things for us, and we ae glad.” Trul 
* the time even the settime, to fivor Zion has come ; for 
her servants take pleasure in ber stoves, aod favor the 
dust thereof.” 


STATE or RELIGION in BERKSHIRE COUNTY. 


Berkshire Association includes 20 churches—only 
ene is vacant. Has enjoyed a verv extensive reviv- 
al of religion this year. By the middle of March 
almost every church was enjoying a season of special 
quickening. In some places, for several weeks, little 
else was done than to attend to the concerns of the 
soul. The revival has been attended with an anuso- 
al spirit of prayer. Christians have felt that God 
was their refuge and strength. They have been, in 
most places, unusually engaged. [a visiting from 
house to house, some of them have devoted day after 
day, and week after week. The labor bestowed has 
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privilege that they might be “ co-workers together 
with God.”” In many instances, this work of God 
has been perfectly overwhelming. Meetings have 
been held at all times of the day, and attended by 
almost every variety of characters. God has remark- 
ably preserved the union of the churches with one 
another, and with their pastors, and among their own 
members. Christions have stayed up the hands ot 
their pastors, by their prayers and labors. The re- 
vival has greatly extended an acquaintance among 
Christians, and greatly increased the fellowship o: 
the churches. 

The work has been most powerful in Lee, Lenox 
Pittsfield, Becket and Otis. In Becket, a sudden stop 
was pat to the good work by a division of the public 
mind as to the mode and subjects of baptism. In no 
other place has there been any injury produced by 
sectarianinfluence. This one fact is mentioned mere- 
lv by way of caution against a diversion of the pul 
lic mind from the concerns of the soul by directing 
the attention, during a revival, to any s ‘bject not im- 
mediately connected with the great salvation. 

The following is a statement of the supposed num - 
ber of those who have indulged hopes of a saving 
change during this revival. ‘The places are named 
in the order of the time in which the revivals com. 


menced. 

Sheffield about 45 
Stockbridge, South 100 
Great Barrington 40 
New Marlborough, North 60 
Tyringham 60 
Sandisfield 70 
Becket, including Baptists 150 
Pittsfield 300 
Lanesborough 28 
Williamstown . 30 
Williams’ College 6 
Richmond 100 
Lenox 200 
Lee 250 
Dalton 40 
West Stockbridge 60 
New Marlborough, South 15 
Otis 150 
Egremont 5 
Stockbridge, North 40 

Total 1740 


BAPTIST CONVENTION OF CONNECTICUT 


The Convention of Baptist Churches in the State 
of Connecticut held its annual meeting at Hartford, 
June 13. There are fifty-five churches in this body, 
five of which were added at this session. - Thirty-eight 
of these churches were represented at this session by 

fifty-six delegates. The successes attending the !a- 
hours of the Missionaries employed, have beer great 

In no previous year, has there beea so extensive an 

influence of the copious outpourings of the Spirit.— 
In view of the spiritual blessings, which the Conven 

tion by its Missionaries has been the instrument of ex 

tending to immortal souls, the Report of the Board 
thus remarks : 

“Could you, could we all, brethren, hear the voice 
of gratitude and thankfulness from those, who through 
your instrumentality have been plucked as brands 
from the burning, should we feel that we had done 
too much? Should we not rather feel that we had 
just commenced in a work, which will increase in our 
estimation, until in comparison, all things else will ap- 
pear but dross. Could we, without doing injustice to 
the best feelings of the heart, refrain from “ working 
together with God?” Should we not more fervently 
pray, and more cheerfully give of those things of 
which God has made us stewards, for the support and 








been abundant: many have considered it a great 


success of those who for Christ’s sake, and the love of 
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ishing immortals are willing to spend and be spent 


or 
fn the promotion of the Redeemer’s kingdom ” 


The Report on Missions, notices the duty and ne- 
eessity of aiding the Burman Mission, the Indian 
Schools and Stations in the South and West, the Do- 
mestic Missions generally, and especially all the ob 
jects embraced by the Baptist Board of Foreign Mis- 
‘sions for the United States. 

The following brethren were chosen officers for the 
ensuing year, viz. 

Asanet Morse, President. 
Jous R. Dover, V. President. 
A. Day, Secretary. 
Jos. B. Gitserr, Treasurer. 
George Mitchell, Benj. M. Hill, Oliver Wilson, 


Calvin Philleo, Reubeg Granger, Trustees. 
Christ. Watchman. 
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REVIVAL AT SEA. 


In the ship Connecticut, Capt. Chester, which 
arrived at New London on the 26th of May, with 
a cargo of oil, came passengers Dr. Abraham 
Blatchley and lady, American Missionaries to the 
Sandwich Islands, together with a little daughter 
of Mr. Whitney, an associate in the same benevo- 
lent labours. Such was the state of De Blatch 
ley’s health, that a long voyagé was considered es 
sential to his usefulness, if not the only the means 
of preserving his life; and we are happy to learn, 
that since leaving the Islands his health has very 
much improved, 

The mind of Mr. S———, fist officer on board, 
had been more than usually impressed at intervals, 
during his passages out, and while in the Pacific. 
What he saw and heard at the Sandwich Islands, 
in_his intercourse with the Missionaries had an 
effect to confirm these impressions. After leaving 
the Islands, he was still more affected by observing 
the serious depoitment of Mr. and Mrs. Blatchley, 
particularly their regard for the Sabbath and at 
tention to the Scriptures,—and by hearing thew 
conversation on religious subjects. 

Such was his state of mind, when about the Ist 
of February the ship touched at Pitcairn’s Island ; 
a place well known to the Christian world, as the 
scene of a signal display of divine power and mer 
cy. In 1789 it was settled by a company of muti 
neers,—in 1827 it is probably the spot, where, of 
all on earth, an angel would soonest fix his resi- 
dence. The number of inhabitants, which at first 
was 26, has increased to about 60. It was seeing 
these secluded islanders, so completely. reformed, 
so conscientious, so attentive tothe Sabbath and 
word of God, so happy in the performance of reli 
gious duties, and eherishing so much of the spirit 
of heaven, which more than anv thing else, brought 
home to the mind of Mr. S- , the reality end 
importance of religion. While he, with all his 
light and knowledge, had often taken the name of 
God in vain, no oath was heard among this whole 
population. While he had received the bonnties 
of Providence without one ‘emotion of gratitude, 
here was a people who never partook of a meal, or 
even the smallest article of food, without looking 
to God for his blessing. Ounthe Sabbath there 
were three public services, at which all tbe inhab 
itants,—our informant thinks literally all,—were 
present, not excepting children. So scrupulous 
are they in the observance of this holy day, that 
no motives can induce them to profane it. Not 
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long before, a ship had touched there on the Sab- 
bath for a supply of wood and water: but no inhab- 
itant could be prevailed on to render the least as- 
sistance till the sacred hours were past. Some of 
them had particular conversation with Mr. S 
on religious subjects ; and one evening they read 
to him a number of chapters inthe Bible. The 
Bible and hymn book constitute almost their 
whole library ; and they seem not anxious to have 
it increased, 

When Mr. S——— saw al! these things, he 
felt a strong desire to join the litte colony, and 
there spend the remainder of his days. “ Such 
privileges, it seems to him, could be enjoyed in ne 
other place. In two or three weeks after leaving 
this Island, as he now supposes, the experienced 
the great change: though at the time he did not 
allow himself to cherish a hope nor for sone weeks 
afterwards. During this interval, his feelings were 
not uniformly happy ;—some clouds intervened ; 
—but on the whole he enjoyed much comfort in 
religion; read the Bible with a new and delightful 
interest ;till at length he knew not what to make 
of his feelings, if he was not a Christian, 

Others among the crew now became anxious. 
There were several volumes of Tracts on board, 
which were much read, at least by individuals, and 
doubtless coutributed to increase the solomnity 
which prevailed. The Missionaries were faithful. 
Mr. S had frequent conversations with his 
shipmates on religious subjects, as opportunities 
occured, and in short, there was for a time a little 
revival. About a month before arriving in port, 
the second officer could sympathize with Mr. 
S , having experienced, as he hopes, the 
same happy change. ‘These are the only instan- 
ces of conversion of which we are informed, though 
it may be hoped that the impressions produced ou 
some other minds will not be finally lost. 

Mr.$ isin a few weeks to go out in the 
Connacticut, as commander; Captain Chester 
having taken charge of another ship. He has 
supplied himself with a new set of the American 
Society’s Tracts, and a number of other religious 
works, such as Baxter’s Saint’s Rest, Dod Iridge’s 
Rise and Progress, &c. &c. which he hopes may 
be useful, both to himself and his crew. He has 
expressed to his first officers, and to the men he 
has already engaged, the views he entertains of 
profane swearing, aud his desire that it may be 
hanished frouthe ship. [tis pleasing to add, that 
he has found them ready to acquiesce in his deter- 
mination.— How happy would it be if all sea-cap- 
tains would follow the same example! 


REVIVAL IN TROY, FALL RIVER, MASS. 


Extract of a letter to the Edilor of the Christian 
Watchman, dated Troy, F. R. June, 26, 1827. 
It has been many years since the people of God 

have been permitted to witness any special work 

of grace in this place ; but the gloomy shades of 
moral darkness have been dispelled and a glorious 
day of gospel grace shines with increasing radi- 
ance on the flourishing Village of Fall River.— 
The work commenced the !atter part of last win- 
ter, in the Congregational Church under the pas- 
toral care of the Rev, Mr. Smith, but unmediately 
spread in every direction; and in every Society 
was seen the humble penitent, bowing before the 
altar of the living God, and heard in the penetrat- 
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ing God be merciful to me a sinner. 


ble number who are subjects of this work, is about 


200. More than 90 have related their Christian 
experience to the Baptist Church; about 60 of 
whom have been baptized, and many more are 
waiting for an opporwunity to go and do likewise. 
About 50 have been added to the Congregational 
Church, and 20 to the Maihudist, and probobly 
many others in each society, who have not made 
a profession, induige a hope in the mercy of a sin- 
pardoning Saviour. Such has been the charac- 
ter of the work, so convincing the evidence that 1: 
is of God, that the bold blasphemer and cold- 
hearted infidel have paid unwilling homage to the 
Prince of Peace, and owned the work divine.— 
Still the work goes on ; God is daily adding to bis 
church in this place, such, we hope as will eventu 
ally be saved. Antuur A. Ross. 
Worcesler.— There is a pleasing and unusual at- 
tention to religion im this flourishing town, Last 
Lord’s day Rev. Mr. Going baptized sox. 
Hingham.— Rev. Mr. Glover baptized four in 
this town last Lord’s day. Mr. G. has recent}, 
established a Bible Class : and the Sunday Schools 
in connexion with the Baptist Society are doing 
well. 


Revival in Baltimore.-—The Philadelphian 
States, that in the Ist and 2d churches in this city, 
90 have recently professed religion, and that oth- 
ers are sensible of the worth of souls.— Watchman. 


Extract of a letter from Elder George Witherell, 
to the Edilor of the N. Y. Bap. Keg. dated 


Hartrorp, N. Y. June 8, 1827. 
Dear Sit—The Lord is moving by the operation 
of the Divine spirit im this place in a most glorious 
manner. ‘lhe work appeared early in the spring, 
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The proba- | nate in Lawrenceville church, 39 were added 


to the church. Twoor three men were 70 yeas 
ofage. It was a very solemn day. There were 
very few in the church who were pot bathed in 
tears, Of the number of converts, there was a 
girl who was deaf and dumb. Those who con- 
versed with her by signs and by writing, were 
much gratified wiih her experience. Thus the 
dumb are made to speak plainly on the subject of 
religion.— Philadelphian. 

A correspondent writes us from Chester, N. H. 
that he has never known so great attention to reli- 
ton in that neighbor hood, as at the present time. 
[is not confined to one particular denomination. 
All sects, all classes of people partake in its bles- 


sings. Rec. & Tel. 


Revival in Richmond, Va.—Since the first of 
September, two hundred and twenty one members 
have been added to the communion of the First 
Baptist Church ; the whole number added in two 
years, is three hundred and fitwenty-ve; a large 
portion of whom are men and women whose stan- 
ding and influence in society promise much use- 
fulness to the Church of which they are members 
and to the general wterests of Zion. An unusual 
number of heads of families, have been brought 
into the fold of God. 


Revival in Norfolk, Va.—Rev. Mr. Howell, 
in a letter daved May 7th, states, that since his or- 
dination, he had baptized one hundred and two, 
six of whom are colored members, and the rest 
white. Of these, forty are young men. About 
forty other persons profess conversion, some of 
whom he expected to baptize the mext Lord’s day. 


Revival in Augusta and Savannah, Ga.—In 





and progressed gradually, I cannot siate the ouin- 
ber of hopeful converts in the town, but I presuine 
it is over sixty. ‘The first Sabbath in May I bap- 
tized, ona profession of their faith, nime—the 
third Sabbath, fourteen—the first Sabbath in 
June five: 28 in the whole, A number more will 
be baptized next Sabbath, Our place of worship 
is very large avd filled to overflowing. The day 
the fourteen were baptized, it is judged that there 
were 3000 people at the water; and a more sol 

emn assembly [ never saw. ‘There was no con- 
fusion—wo lighiness— a perfect stillness prevatied 
during the exercises. The cluster uf people throng 

ing the banks, somewhat resembled that awiul 
day when ao assembled world will stand betore 
the jndgment seat. 

Our communion season last Sabbath was most 
solemn. After we had returned from the water, 
and the brethren had seated themselves, nineteen 
who had been received by baptism, presented 
themselves in the broad aisle to receive the right 
hand of fellowship in presence of a great number 
of witnesses. We then gathered around our hea- 
venly Father’s table, where we felt that we were 
favored with the special presence of our Saviour 
atthe solemn feast. The front of the gallery was 
erowded with a‘number of precious youth, many 
of them bathed in tears, no doubt saying to them 
selves, * When shall | be one ainong them there.” 


LAWRENCEVILLE, N. J. 


Augusta, Rev. J. Shannon has baptized $7 since 
the beginning of March; a few have been added 
to the Methodist church, and 40 to the Presbyteri- 
an. Others bave hope, and a few are inquiring. 
—In Savannah, 44 have been baptized, and more 
are applying. 











phtisctellaucous. 


From the Hampshire Gazette. 
AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


The Colonization Society has been in existence 
ten years. Its projectors were Robert Finley of 
New Jersey, Elias Col:iwell of Washington, and 
Sunmuel J. Mills. [ts annual meeting is in Febru- 
ary. Its concerns are principally managed by 
Rev. Mr. Gurley, its secretary, who is a native of 
Lebanon, Con. A general superintendence is ex- 
eicised by a Board of Managers. The official 
urgan of the Society ts the African Repository, a 
nonthly publication of thirty-two pages, edited by 
Mr. Gurley, at $2 per annum, and containing 
«hatever is interesting to +he Society in the United 
States, details of the progress of the colony, and 
sketches of the manners and history of the Afri- 
can race in general. It is an ably conducted 
and very entertaining journal. 

This Society has now some efficient friends in 
most ofthe States. It is probably regarded with 
more favor in Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
Maryland, than any where else. There is a state 








Last Sabbath, which was the season of com- 


auxiliary in Vermont, which has done nobly. 
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State auxiliaries exist in all the other New Eng- 
land States except Massachusetts and Rhode Isl- 
and. The income of the Society amounted in 18295 
to $10,090. and in 1826 to $12,000. 

The great odject of this Society is to establish 
colonies of free blacks and enmancipated slaves, 
wih their own conse )t, ov the coast of Africa. Lt 
assumes as an undoubted uth, that+the African 
must always be a miserable being in the United 
States. Whether confined to a southern planta- 
tioa, or innabiting a northern city, he is to all in- 
tents a slave. In some of the states he has the 
riehi of stifrage and the right of pruperty, but into 
woat offices is he elevated 2? How many negroes 
possess uot an independent fortune, bata decent 
competence ? There is a prejudice so wrought 
into our souls, that legislative enactments in their 
favor do but little good, 

The Society also proceeds on the assumption, 
that there is no place on the western continent 
where the Africans can be colonized. Our wes- 
tera States du not want them. Their soil, they 
think, is too fresh and pure to be trod by a servile 
foot. Over we Mississippi, the -limaie of a great 
part of the country ts too cold for them. Hayti 
may supply and asyluin for a limited number, but 
the West Indies seems to have sufficient employ- 
menito dispose of their own slaves; besides, the 
plan of building up republics of negroes iv those 
Islands is regarded with extreine jealousy by our 
southern brethren, which is a fact of no smail 
cousequence, Africa is the country, in every 
point of view, most suitable for the home of all her 
ciildrew. The avarice and dreadful depravity of 
christian men bave torn a portion of her population 
from her shores; buat this portion belongs there 
sull, The climate is every way adapted to their 
constitation. ‘Their friends and kindred are there. 
No tribes of fierce and fleet men stand ready to 
oppose their landing, bat they will go over on the 
strength of earnest mvitation and affectionate wel- 
come and thronging recollections, which can even 
visit and swell the bosom of the poor degraded ne- 
gro. Under the palm trees of his father’s land, he 
shall re assert the noble prerogative of reason, 
which God has given him; he shall stand up a 
thinking man, and with the Bible in his hands and 
its truths in his heart, an adorer of the God, who 
made of one blood all the nations of the earth. 

Still the Society is not so foolish as to suppose, 
that they cau alone, and unaided except by pri- 
vate munificence, remove any large part of the 
African population of this country. They wished 
to show to the legislitive assemblies of this land 
that itis entirely practicable to plant colonies on 
the African coast. This they have shown. They 
have purchased a tract of land, having nearly 
one hundred and fifty miles of coast, with good 
harbors, a healthy clunate, watered by three or 
four large, and to some extent, navigable streams. 
On this land, they have planted a colony of five 
handred souls with the entire elements of a happy 
christian Community—a mild and efficient gov- 
ernment ; companies of disciplined militia to pro- 
tect them from external fues; with more than two 
hundred farms. under cultivation ; with a com- 
merce lately come into existence, but which ex- 
ported during six month of the last year, products 
worth more than $40,000; with several schools, 
week-day and sunday, and the constant enjoyment 
of public religious instruction. 


Deaf and Dunb. $s 


This they suppose is a fair and satisfactory ex- 
periment. It has been made under circumstances 
of as great difficulty as can ever be supposed to 
happen in asimilar case. It has been prosecu- 
ted amidst the neglect of a large portion of the 
people of this country, and the scepiicism aud ri- 
dicule of another portion. At the north, it has 
been repeatedly declared to be only a project of 
the slave-holder to rid himself of the dangerous 
free blacks, while at the south, the cry of danger to 
the slave population has been long and loud, 
Abroad, it has had to contend with the storms of 
the ocean, the fever and fiery sun of an African 
climate, the hostility ‘of the barbarian tribes, and 
the wrath of the hardened stlave-trader, But 
through the loving kindness of God, it has trium- 
phed over every obstacle. In the confidence, 
therefore, inspired by unequivocal success, this 
Society appeals to their countrymen, for that aid, 
which will enable it to fulfil its largest desires, by 
gathering to their long lost home, the children of 
degraded, bleeding Africa. A. S. E. 


DEAF AND DUMB. 
Specimens of Uncorrected Composition. 





ON THE OMNISCIENCE OF GOD. 
Bya Young Lady in the Hartford Asylum, 15 
years olf. 

God sees every where in all places at a great 
distance, and likewise is present in every place. 
When we endeavor to go to every place from the 
presence of God, He knows all our atempts and is 
around us at every time, and we cannot escape 
fiom his sight. His eye is knowledge and pier- 
cing through all our thoughts, hearts, and actions 
which are either good or bad; and can see us ia 
the light of day 2s well as in the night. All crea- 
tures who sleep in quiet in the dark, cannot pro- 
tect themselves from harm or danger, but he keeps 
awake from everlasting to everlasting and guards 
them from misfortune or danger. He is omnis- 
cient and knows all the names of the universe 
and ail our conversations and profound secrets, 
at this we are much astonished and we must all 
fear and love him, and cast our bad thoughts and 
conversations ; for in the Judgement seat of Christ 
we will be obliged to give an account to Him. 
Gratitude and fear to God are due by us, and we 
should pray to him, that He might overshadow us 
with his protection. 


By Miss Curtice, of the New-York Institution, 
afler returning from seeing a corpse. 

I ain very sorry that Mr. ———, is dead. Ido 
not know whether his soul has gone to heaven or 
hell, because he drank different liquors which 
made him very sick. TI think he did not repent 
of his sins, for he neglected to prepare before 
death, 

We must prepare before we die, we don’t 
know whether we will die saddenly or not. 


Miss Rogers, of the New York Institution, ex- 
pressing her wish to have instructions in the 
Bible. 

[ am extreinely desirous to gain the knowledge 
of the Book of God. I wish you would teach 
me about the Bible every afternoon. I think I 
shall soon go home and will sever return again to 
school, I shall be contented to know the idea of 











God. 





94 New Orleans.— Congregation every dav. 


S. Works, of the New-York Institution, to his 
brother. 


I ought to thank and praise God, for he keeps 
my life with my health. I was ignorant before J 
came from Salina, Quondaga Co. I began t. 
wonder at any principal teacher who made signs 
about the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, 
who knows and watches over all the vicious an 
vile people who think any evil of others, and the 
good hearts of pious persons who have ideas, par 
ticularly that God of heaven, is without dishonves 
ty and deceit, but I am sorry, for my sister Rho- 
da does not know all these, because she is igno 
rant and deaf and dumb. If [I had not come to 
the Institution in New-York, I should not have 
been instructed, but I should have been withour 
knowledge, but I am now moderately improved, 
I ain satisfied in conversation with you by writing. 
I have just received a letter from you, containing 
the intelligence of your health; and you inform 
ed me that you or my brother Amirew would 
come to New-York and see me next Fall, I will 
be very happy to see you or him. [will go with 
the deaf and dumb pupils into the country, be- 
cause they will have pleasure of taking the fine 
cool air in vacation. [ am obliged to you very 
much, I give my love and respects to my mother’s 
family. 


Clinton Fity’s attempt to compose a Prayer, after 
being at school eighteen months. 

Almighty and most pitving Father, thou art 
wise good honor and holy Spirit. [ was ignoran: 
and disubeyed against thy good laws; I stole the 
vranges and an apple from a store and grocery ; 
I was foolish and wicked, and did not know that 
one God sees me; | came here to school; | am 
learn my books of different things. My teacher 
taught me about one God who is creator of the 
earth, he is infinite wisdom ; [ am surprise at him; 
I know the good Jesus Christ came from heaven 
io save and favor us. AMEN. 


NEW ORLEANS. 


The American Tract Society have established a 
Board of Agency at New Orleans, “ for the pur- 
pose of raising funds, establishing a permanent 
Depository of Tracts, and generally for superin- 
tending the Tract operations in New Orleans, 
with authority to receive Auxiliary Societies on 
the same terms, on which they would be received 
by the American Society itself” This Board 
consisting of six gentlemen of responsibility and 
influence, have issued a Circular, with a copy of 
which we have been favoured. It calls upon the 
friends of religion in that region, to aid in the es- 
tablishment of auxiliaries. The Depository is at 
the Bookstore of Messrs. Hotchkiss, Grissam, & 
Clarke, No. 4 Canal-street, to whom orders for 
Tracts should be addressed. Communications for 
the Board may be addressed to Chauncey W vittle- 
sey, Esq.—The American Tract Society at Bos 
ton, has made a donation of 90,000 pages to this 
society at N. Orleans, An American Auxiliary has 
been formed at Baton Rouge, which has remitted 
$60 for Tracts. 

A letter to a gentleman in this city says, “ about 
$2,500 are alveady subscribed for the French Pro- 
testant Chureh. In the Bethel Church we calcu 








[Jury, 


130:scholars. Inthe Presbyterian Church, under 
the charge of the Rev. Mr. Clapp, appearances 
are favorable, ----—- We need missionaries here, 


Mhere are thousands from the interior, annually 
resorting to our city on business, and every allure. 
ment to vice is held Out. They taste the poison- 
ous cup, and return to tell of the vices, not the 
virtues; and hence we are branded with the form. 
er.—When will our Christian friends at the north 
feel for us ?”—M. Y. Obs. 





“A CONGREGATION EVERY DAY.” 


In the year 1790 an enumeration of all the in- 
habitants within the limits of the United States 
was made under the authority of the General 
Government. and the whole number was found to 
be 3, 929.328. From that time to the present, 
the enumeration has been repeated, afier eve- 
ry intervalof ten vears, and from a comparison 
of the four censuses it appears, that during this 
long period, the population has uniformly increas- 
e.| at the rate of about three per cent. per annum. 
The total population at the present time cannot 
be far from 12,000,000. If we take three per 
cent. on this number, it gives us as the increase of 
the present vear, (that is, the excess of births over 
deaths) 360.000, or, in round numbers, one thous- 
and every day ! 

Is it possible that we are increasing at this rate ? 
Is it possible, that siace our last paper was issu- 
ed, [beside the number necessary to supply the 
loss by death] seven thousand souls have been adil- 
ed to our population? Newark contains 6,500 
souls, New-Haven city 7,100, Hartford 6.900, New 
Brunswick 6,700. Can it be, ehar the addition to 
our republic every week is equivaleut to the addi- 
tion of one of these cities ! History affords no ex- 
ample of a growth so rapid. If the nations of 
Europe were to increase at this rate for a series of 
years, their poiiticians would be terrified with the 
apprebension of famine, and would see no preven- 
tive but infanticide. Happily for us, we have no 
occasion for such fears. Let the population in- 
crease at the rate of athousand souls a day for 
four centuries to come, and the wildsof the West 
are fertile enough and spacious enough to feed 
them all. But although we have nothing to fear 
on this score, there is one view of the subject whic! 
we confess does excite alarm. When we think 
that every day adds to ovr number one thousand 
immorlal souls, one thousand beings who will be 
forever happy or forever miserable, and then re- 
flect that in the providence of God, their destiny is 
in an important sense placed in the handsof Chris- 
tians in these Atlantic States, we do ask, and we 
ask with fear and trembling, what provision are 
we making for their spiritnal wants ?—A new con- 
gregation is committed to our care every day. Is 
the American Education Society .dding one to 
the number of faithful pastors every day ? Is the 
Bible Society printing a thousand Bibles every 
day 2? Does the Home Missionary Society add to 
its list one more missionary every day? Alas! the 
whole number of young men assisted by the Am- 
erican Education Society iv ail the various stages 
of education the last year was only 156,—and the 
number of their beneficiaries who will enter the 
field of ministerial labor this year, is probably less 





late about $5000 has been raised, and the building 
will soon go up. In our Sabbath School we have 


than 30, less than will be wanted for the souls ad! 


perhaps more than in avy part of onr county. 
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ed to our population in the last 50 days!—The 
American Bible Society issued the last year only 
71.621 Bibles and Testaments,—less than one 


fifth part of the mere increase of our population 


during the same period! The Home Missionary 
Society have assisted since their formation, 496 
congreggtions,—in ove year from this time there 
will be added to this country 360 congregations 
which will stand in more need of aid than any 
they are now assisting. Where will this end ? 
Christians! Patriots! think,—where will this end ? 
If our efforts are not increased ten fold, what will 
become of our country ?—M. Y. Obs. 


INTEMPERANCE. 


Eloquent extract from the late Address of CHARLES 
Srracor, Esq. of Boston, on the subject of Intem- 
perance. 


The spectacle before us is indeed appalling. The 
victims of intemperance are wasting around us in 
frightful numbers. Neither sex, nor age, nor rank, 
nor talent, is ansubdued by the subtle destroyer.— 
Man falls away from his glorious destiny, and woman 
is degraded frcm her angel station: the young bow 
their faces in the beauty of their promise ; the mature 
are arrested in the pride of their usefulness, and the 
white locks of the old seek the tomb in disgrace: the 
rich are overcome in their splendid mansions, the poor 
in their dreary hovels; the arm of labour is paralized ; 
the light of learning is extinguished; genius is struck 
down in his eagle career, and the holy functions of 
piety are defiled in the dust. 

Friends—we may not sit in silence, while this de- 
vastation is goingon. We have a duty to perform; 
and what we would do effectually we must do united- 
ly- ltistime forus to speak ;—the ear that would 
be deaf to the -kied whisper of individual remon- 
strance, must hear the congregated voices of an 
alarmed community. Above all, itis time for us to 
act—the sin that shrouds itself in the broad mantle of 
custom, custom must expose and destroy. A vast 
proportion of the cases of confirmed intemperance 
may be traced, not so much to any innate depraved- 
ness, asto the crafty workings of the anreproved usa- 
ges of society ; and we, who continue to follow these 
usages, even while we laugh at them, are ourselves 
more or less chargeable with the evils we lament over, 
and are bound to exert our efforts for the alleviation 
ofthem. I say, our efforts—not merely those which 
are exhausted in assembling to hear admonitory ad- 
dresses, too often only criticised and forgotten—in 
showering abroad tracts, “ that seem to pass off like 
a thick flight of snow, Iraving no trace of their 
passage, and disappearing where they fall ;’—these 
things, certainly, are not to be left undone, but if we 
would have them of any avail, something more must 
be done also. Least of all, can we rely on the un- 
assisted arm of authority. We may invoke the laws, 
but we may as well invoke the dead. Laws can only 
operate when the mischief is done. Preventaticn is 
what we want—remedy utterly loses its character.— 
Indeed, though we very properly punish the thief and 
the murderer, for crimes against which we all set our 
faces, with what consistency can we punish the 
drunkard, for an offence to which our own daily 
practices naturally lead him? We do all but the 
deed, ourselves—we tread on the borders of the for- 
bidden ground, and then angrily cry out for jastice 
on him who goes one step further. “ Enforce the 
laws!” exciaims some virtuoasly indignant citizen, 
as he beholds the low-born drunkard shaming the fair 
face of day—‘‘enforce the laws!’ and with these 
words on his lips, he coolly arranges the evening elub, 
from the carousings of which, if he retires unexposed, 
‘tis because the shades of night do more for him thaa 





Intemperance.—Obituary. 95 


his own prudence. ‘“ Suppress drinking-houses and 
Soda establishments !"’—cries the anxious father, who 
shudders lest bis son may drink there of the waters of 
death, which, however, he is not at all afraid to press 
upon his friends at home. ‘ Why does not Govern- 
ment impose e tar on domestic spirits?” is the inquiry 
of one, who sits at bis loaded table, boasting of the 
age of his foreign liquors, and recounting the various 
voyages that have rendered them so exquisite. Tru 
ly, there is a little absurdity in these things. Besides, 
we may fine and imprison a poor wretch, now and 
then, for intoxication, but it will go only a little way 
to reduce the evil—it will not teach him temperance. 
We may lessen the number of dram-shops that pour 
forth their streams of abomination from every hole 
and corner —but we all knew that many a man be- 
comes a drunkard before he sets his foot within one— 
it will not teach him temperance. We may call upon 
our Rulers to lay heavy duties on imported and do- 
mestic liquors—but should they even be courageous 
enough to do so, it would only tempt the importer to 
become a smuggler, and instruct the distiller te out- 
wit the exciseman—perhaps it might put money into 
the public treasury—bul il would not teach men lem- 
perance. No! we must go beyond all this—we must 
first minister to ourselves. Before we revive old laws 
we must abolish old customs. Before we appeal to 
the Government, we must prove our sincerity by be- 
coming our own legislators. The law we need is 
that which must speak in the unwritten majesty of 
Public Opinion. The people’s virtue must enact tt, 
and the people’s practice must be its enforcement. 


ANOTHER CORNER STONE LAID. 


On Wednesday morning last, at half past eight, 
the corner stone of the new Chur h to be erected 
on Washington-street, at the south part of Boston, 
was laid, accompanied with religious services. 
The site of the house is very pleasant, being on 
rhe east side of Washington-street, directly oppo- 
site Warren-street, a short distance south of Hol- 
lis-street Unitarian church, in the midst of a great 
population. This event took place, precisely two 
vears after the corner stone of Hanover Church 
was laid; the erection of Green street church has 
intervened, and the work on the foundation of an- 
other orthodox church at the north part of the city 
is rapidly advancing. 

Rev. Dr. Jenks introduced che services by a few 
remarks; the Rev. Mr. Wisner addressed the 
Throne of Grace in praver; and the Rev. Dr. 
Beecher made an Address, which we expect to 
present our readers next week, The solemnity 
of the assembly evinced, that the erection of a 
house for the living God and the promulgation of 
his gospel, is felt not to be an idle ceremony.— 


Rec. & Tel. 











Obituary. ‘ 


Anna Whiting, relict of Maj Ebenezer Whiting, for- 
merly of that place Aftera pilgrimage of more than 
four-score years, a good number of which she hag 
been a lonely widow, she gently fell asleep, relying on 
the merits of her Redeemer for salvation, 

In Kent, Matthew Elliot, Esq. aged 66. 

In Woodbridge, Mr. Eden Johnson, aged 92; Mr 
Samuel} Gilbert, aged 72. 

In Hartford, Mr. Benjamin Withenbury, aged 60, 
a native of England, and Mrs. Betsey Withenbury, 
his wife, aged 565—they died within 15 minutes of 
each other. 

In Guilford, oa the 22d ult. Capt. George Kimber- 








ly, aged 33. 
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A noble yet a barbarous race, 


Her full extent of misery. 


Seemed like a poet's vision rife 


O human life '—the ties that bind 
Our sinking natures so to thee, 

Might show how weak and frail the mind 
While robed in pale mortality. 
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For the Religious Intelligencer. 
THE INDIAN CHIEF. 


Silence was there—in that wild place, 
Mute as a flinty rock they stood,— 


In passion’s dark and vengeful mood. 


That morn the battle cry had rose— 

The red man joyed to hear the sound ;— 
He sprang exulting on his foes— 

And now he pressed the battle ground. 


They stood around their council fire, 
Each face and heart stung deep with woe ;~— 

Could aught appease their sullen ire ?— 
Naught '—for a victim’s blood must flow. 


And there was one—O she was not 
A dusky form as one of them; 

Like spring flower aye had been her lot, 
Till led a captive by these men. 


So calm so beautiful she seemed — 
Her soul soft speaking in her eye, 
That sympathy could ne'er have deemed 


She looked around—no eye was there 
That answered back with pity’s thrill, 
But only that wild fearful glare, 
Of deadly vengeance working still. 


Their looks—their passions rising high , 
Each moment pressed more strongty on ; 

Then loudly burst—* Yes! she must die— 
For our slain kindred to atone.” 


They bound her to that fearful stake, 

And heaped the drifted brush-wood round, 
While love’s most tender scenes awake, 

And in her bosom’s swell abound. 


She thought of those fair scenes, when life 
With joys and hopes enamelled o'er, 


With blissful sounds from Eden’s shore. 


And who can tell of that dread hour— 
Her heart's deep solemn agony, 

And shrink not atthe Mighty power 
Which wrought her up so calm to die. 


Her meek blue eyes was raised to heaven 
Her heart was bowed in holy prayer: 
She felt etherial lightness given— 
Her soul up-springing from despair. 


But now the red flames curling high. 
Around her spread their scorching heat ; 

O! was there then no half-wroug ht sigh— 
No bosom that in anguish beat ° 


Ves, there was one—a form as dark 
As were those cruel Indians there 

But O-his prond soul swelled—and hark ' 
He cannot Jong its thrilling bear, 


He breaks as from a couching lair, 
And scatters wide the burning heap ; 

While not a single heart was there 
Found ready to prevent escape. 


Her bands were loosed and soon she found 
Herself upon a courser’s back, 

Who sprang exulting o’er the ground, . 
With speed the wind might hardly track 


On on they sped—the setting sun 
Just lit his portals in the east, 
As she arrived at that dear home, 
Where centered joys of earth—the best 


Her loved preserver '—where was he? 
O, Not as just now—by her side, 

He saw her safe froin harm and free, 
And turned to bis own venceful tribe. 


Thus we shall find whene’er distress 
Involves our souls in deep dispair, 
The safest place where we can rest 
Is in our heavenly Parents care. M. m. 


~ POPERY. 


Form of Indulgence and Absolution which Tadzei, 
the Popish Legate. sold to the People of Germany, 
when Luther commenced ihe Reformation : 

“May our Lord Jesus Christ have mercy upon 
thee ; and absolve thee by the merits of his most ho- 
ly passion. And I, by his authority, and that of the 
blessed aposties, Peter and Paul, and of the most 
holy Pope, granted and committed to me in these 
parts, do absolve thee, first from all ecclesiastical cen- 
sures, in whatever manner they heve been incurred ; 
then from all thy sins, transgressions and excesses, 
hew enormous soever they may be; even from such 
as are reserved for the cognizance of the Holy See, 
and as far as the keys of the holy church extend. | 
remit to you all punishment which you deserve in 
Purgatory on their account ; and | restore you to the 
holy sacraments of the church, to the unity of the 
faithful, and to that innocence and purity which you 
professed at baptism; so that when you die, the 
gates of punishment shall be shut, and the gates of 
paradise of delight shall be opened, and if you shall 
not die at present, this grace shall remain in full force 
when you are at the point of death. In the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,” 


EXTRACT: 


Philosophy isa bully that talks very loud, wher 
the danger is at a distance, but the moment she 
is hard pressed by the enemy, she is not to be 
found at her post, but leaves the brunt of the battle 
to be borne by her humbler, but steadier comrade, 
Religion. 


A just man should account nothing more precious 








than his word, nothing more venerable than his faith, 
and nothing more sacred than his promise. 
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